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Expected to come into force in 2023, Protect Duty is a proposed public space legislation which will set out
standards to protect patrons and the general public from terrorist attacks when in crowded spaces. This
could include settings such as pubs, shopping centres, music venues, parks, places of worship and any
other place where gatherings of people occur.  

Protect Duty – known widely as ‘Martyn’s Law’ – comes in the wake of a number of terrorist attacks in
public spaces across the UK – most notably, the Manchester Arena bombing. The purpose of Protect Duty is
to improve security in public spaces, protecting and enhancing the safety of both visitors and staff.

Download government response document
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