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The Royal Anniversary Trust today released “Accelerating towards Net Zero,” an ambitious roadmap for
carbon reduction in the tertiary education sector.

The report offers a robust profile of the tertiary education sector’s carbon footprint – the first of its kind –
using detailed modelling which highlights target areas for emissions reporting and reduction. It also
proposes a new Standardised Carbon Emissions Framework designed exclusively for the sector which will
enable all HE and FE institutions to measure, report and manage carbon emissions.

The report is the result of a year-long research project – The Platinum Jubilee Challenge – led by 21
higher and further education institutes from across the UK, all recent winners of the prestigious Queen’s
Anniversary Prize. It concludes with 14 clear recommendations to Government and priorities for the sector
that will accelerate progress towards Net Zero; Ministers are expected to respond by 28th March, 2023.

Education Secretary Gillian Keegan said: “The fight against climate change is one we will only win if
we all work together. The UK’s world-leading higher education and further education sectors are creating a
pipeline of talent to fill the key skills gaps that will be vital to our national response to climate change.
Institutions from across the UK are working together towards our common goal to be net-zero and I am
hugely grateful for their work to date.

“I also want to thank the Royal Anniversary Trust for their recommendations to both the sector and
Government. These will be carefully considered and we look forward to responding formally later this
year.”

Kristina Murrin, CEO of The Royal Anniversary Trust commented: “Our ambition was to bring together the
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extraordinary winners of the Queen’s Anniversary Prizes to collectively tackle a tough shared challenge.
The resulting report sets out a clear action plan for the tertiary education sector to accelerate progress to
Net Zero, with recommendations for institutions and government. We are enormously proud of the
proposed carbon reporting Framework – if adopted sector-wide, this will allow for consistent, transparent,
and data-led decision making.”

You can read the report here.
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