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For many professionals working in facilities management, engineering and the built environment,
machinery is part of everyday life. But how often do you get the chance to experience the raw, mechanical
power that shaped the very industries we work in today?

That’s exactly what road steam offers.

The National Traction Engine Trust (NTET) exists to celebrate and preserve Britain’s rich heritage of road-
going steam engines – the machines that once powered construction sites, hauled heavy loads, and
transformed agriculture. These are not static museum pieces. They are living, breathing machines: they
move, they work and they captivate.

A living connection to engineering heritage

Unlike modern equipment, where technology is often hidden behind panels and software, a traction engine
puts everything on display. You can see the pistons move, hear the rhythm of the engine, and feel the heat
and effort that goes into every turn of the wheel.

For those in FM and related sectors, this is engineering in its most honest and engaging form – a reminder
of how far the industry has come, and the principles it was built upon.

More than just a spectacle

Many people first encounter road steam at a rally or country show – perhaps catching sight of a beautifully
restored engine rolling past, polished brass gleaming and flywheel turning steadily. But what keeps
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enthusiasts coming back is the experience of being involved.

From learning how to prepare and operate an engine, to understanding the skills required to maintain it,
road steam offers something increasingly rare: hands-on, practical engagement with machinery.

It’s immersive, social and deeply rewarding.

A natural fit for FM professionals

There’s a surprising overlap between the world of facilities management and the world of steam. Both
demand:

· A respect for safety and process

· An understanding of complex systems

· A commitment to maintenance and reliability

For many, getting involved with road steam becomes more than a hobby – it’s a way to reconnect with the
fundamentals of engineering in a tangible, memorable way.

Join a community – not just a club

At the heart of NTET is a nationwide community of enthusiasts, owners and volunteers who are passionate
about keeping these machines – and the skills behind them – alive.

Whether you’re completely new to steam or already have an interest in heritage engineering, there’s a
place for you. Events, rallies and local groups offer opportunities to learn, get involved and share in
something genuinely unique.

Inspiring the next generation

Alongside NTET, the Steam Apprentice Club (SAC) plays a vital role in introducing younger people to the
world of steam. It provides a welcoming environment where children and young adults can develop an
interest in engineering, learn practical skills and experience the excitement of these machines up close.

In an age where skills shortages are a growing concern across engineering and construction, initiatives like
SAC are more important than ever.

From observer to participant

You may have seen a traction engine before. You may have admired it from a distance. But the real
question is: have you ever experienced one properly?

The sound, the scale, the craftsmanship – and the satisfaction of being part of keeping it all running – is
something that stays with you.

For FM professionals used to managing modern systems, it offers a refreshing and inspiring change of
pace.



Take the next step

If you’re looking for something different – something hands-on, social, and rooted in real engineering –
road steam could be exactly what you didn’t know you were missing.

By joining the National Traction Engine Trust or encouraging the next generation through the Steam
Apprentice Club, you’re not just supporting heritage: you’re becoming part of it.

Step off the everyday – and discover the power of steam.

All enquiries welcome – please contact Nick Hirst, General Secretary: general.secretary@ntet.co.uk


