
Steam Rallies Return: A New Season for
Britain’s Road Steam Enthusiasts
3 hours ago

Across the UK this spring and summer, rally fields and showgrounds will once again come alive with the
unmistakable sights, sounds and smells of steam as the 2026 rally season gets underway for traction
engine enthusiasts.

For members of the National Traction Engine Trust (NTET), rally days are among the most anticipated
events of the year. These gatherings bring together beautifully preserved traction engines, steam rollers,
miniature engines and a wide range of vintage vehicles, offering enthusiasts and the public the chance to
experience living engineering history.

Organised by clubs and societies affiliated with NTET, many rallies operate under the Trust’s recognised
safety guidance and event standards. The organisation has long played a key role in supporting rally
organisers, promoting high safety standards and helping ensure that historic steam vehicles can continue
to be displayed and operated responsibly.

Steam Power in Action

A typical steam rally offers far more than static displays. Visitors can often see engines performing in
grand parades, working demonstrations such as ploughing or sawing, and heritage exhibits featuring
vintage tractors, cars, motorcycles and commercial vehicles.

For many people, rallies provide their first opportunity to see a traction engine working up close. These
machines, which played a crucial role in agriculture, construction and transport during the Industrial
Revolution, remain some of the most impressive examples of Victorian engineering still in operation today.
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But steam rallies are also about community. Engine owners, volunteers and enthusiasts travel from across
the country to share their knowledge, maintain historic equipment and help introduce new audiences to
the world of steam.

A Packed Rally Calendar

The rally calendar begins in earnest in April and continues throughout the summer and early autumn, with
events taking place across England and Wales. Early highlights include gatherings such as the Saffron
Walden Crank Up, the Little Vintage Show in Gloucestershire, and the Abergavenny Steam Rally, each
showcasing a mix of full-size traction engines, miniature steam engines and other historic machinery.

Many rallies are family-friendly events, featuring trade stands, craft stalls, traditional fairground attractions
and plenty of opportunities for visitors to talk with engine crews about the history and operation of these
remarkable machines.

Keeping Steam Alive

Behind the scenes, the National Traction Engine Trust has been at the heart of Britain’s road steam
movement for more than 70 years. Founded in 1954, the organisation works to preserve traction engines
and related heritage while supporting owners, drivers, rally organisers and enthusiasts.

The Trust also plays an important role in maintaining standards across the movement, encouraging safe
operation and helping share knowledge about maintaining and operating historic steam-powered vehicles.

Join the Steam Community

As highlighted in last month’s FM Business Daily article, the world of road steam isn’t limited to engine
owners. The NTET welcomes anyone with an interest in steam heritage, whether you’re an engineer,
hobbyist, photographer or simply someone fascinated by these magnificent machines.

Membership offers access to the Trust’s Steaming magazine, event information, member discounts and
the opportunity to become part of a community dedicated to preserving Britain’s steam heritage.

With rally season now underway, there has never been a better time to experience road steam in action.

To explore the full calendar of rallies and find out more about becoming a member, visit the NTET website:
https://ntet.co.uk/rally-days/


