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UK Government to Fast-Track EU
Requlatory Alignment to Boost Trade

2 months ago

The UK government is preparing landmark legislation that would allow ministers to adopt new European
Union regulations without a full Parliamentary vote on every measure. The move, aimed at streamlining
trade and reducing economic barriers, has ignited a fierce debate over democratic scrutiny and national
sovereignty.

Expected later this year, the proposed bill would enable “dynamic alignment” with Brussels across specific
sectors. By using secondary legislation, a faster process with less rigorous debate than primary law, the
government intends to expedite agreements on food standards, industrial carbon pricing, and electricity
trading.

Downing Street argues that the fast-track route is essential to securing a veterinary and food standards
deal estimated to be worth billions of pounds annually to the UK economy. By cutting red tape for
exporters, ministers believe the move will lower consumer prices and stimulate growth.

A Return to Pre-Brexit Mechanisms?

The strategy mirrors the legislative process used before Brexit, when the UK adopted hundreds of EU rules
annually to maintain single market access. However, critics point out a fundamental difference: the UK no
longer holds a seat at the table in Brussels to shape the laws it may now be required to adopt.

The recent abolition of the dedicated Commons committee tasked with assessing EU legislation has further
fuelled concerns regarding oversight. Conservative Shadow Business Secretary Andrew Griffith warned
that the plan risks reducing Parliament to a “spectator” while Brussels dictates terms. Similarly, Reform UK
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leader Nigel Farage characterised the move as a “backdoor attempt” to return Britain to EU control,
vowing to oppose the bill at every stage.

Geopolitical Pressures and Economic Strategy

Prime Minister Sir Keir Starmer has defended the shift, citing global instability, specifically the ongoing
conflict in the Middle East, as a catalyst for closer European ties. Speaking to the BBC, the Prime Minister
emphasised that a “stronger, closer relationship with Europe” is in the UK’s best interest during a period of
“massive conflict and great uncertainty.”

The government’s immediate priority is a “Summer Summit” where it hopes to unveil finalised deals on
food and carbon trading. The proposed alignment would cover highly technical areas, including:

¢ Food Standards: Requirements for animal health, food flavourings, and organic labelling.

e Carbon Trading: Aligning with the EU’s Emissions Trading System (ETS) to support industrial
decarbonisation.

e Energy: Streamlining electricity trading to enhance grid resilience.

Broader Ambitions

Chancellor Rachel Reeves has indicated that the government is open to further deals beyond these initial
sectors, provided they align with “national interest principles” such as boosting investment and enhancing
the UK'’s economic resilience.

While the Liberal Democrats have expressed support for closer European relations, they joined the chorus
of voices warning that bypassing Parliament would be “undemocratic.” As the legislation approaches, the
government faces the challenge of balancing its mandate for economic growth with the constitutional
expectations of a post-Brexit Parliament.



